Leeds Deaf Children’s Society

Newsletter and Events – Issue 1

On behalf of LDCS committee members want to say Hello to members and non members alike. 


[image: image9.png]ndcs
®

every deaf child



On the 27th of March the Direct Marketing Association - North held a Masquerade Ball and raised a fantastic £2,000. As the daughter of one of the committee members put it a super duper fantastic, fabulousey, well done and thanks to them. You can view pictures of the event at 
www.dma.org.uk/gallerynorth/gallery.asp?gallery=Masquerade%20ball%202009&currentpage=1
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Thanks also to the Grandparents and Siblings of deaf/hearing impaired children who completed the questionnaires for the “All Together” project run by NDCS – by completing and returning these we received £150!
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Locally, The Yorkshire and Clydesdale Bank Foundation generously donated £300 to support our work – a massive thanks to them. Maybe banks aren’t so bad after all!!!!
And just when you think we couldn’t get money from anyone else –

Valerie Kendall, Councillor, Roundhay Ward and
Deputy Executive Member, Adult Health and Social Care has donated £50 from her MICE fund. 
YOU MIGHT BE ABLE TO GET YOUR LOCAL COUNCILLOR TO DONATE FUNDS FROM THEIR MICE ACCOUNT – JUST USE THE LETTER ATTACHED AND SEND IT TO YOUR LOCAL COUNCILLOR. To find out who your local councillor is just log on to www.writetothem.com
So what else have we been doing?

I’m sure you’ll agree we’ve busy raising money on your behalf but we’ve also supported parents/carers in more practical ways too. 

One example of this being the support we have given and are continuing to give is to single mum, Sarah and her daughter Olivia. Olivia has a hearing impairment and her mum contacted LDCS to see how we could support her. As well as her hearing impairment Olivia has other Special Needs. Since, Sarah, contacted us we have accompanied her to hospital appointments to allow her to concentrate on the doctors whilst we’ve helped look after Olivia. We’re also supporting Sarah get Olivia into appropriate Education by helping mum make her voice heard in Education Leeds. You may have seen me give a short interview on behalf of LDCS on Look North.

Sarah is not alone in receiving this morale support. There are parents of newly diagnosed children who receive support on a regular basis. 
We can also help you to access the local NDCS family officer when this is appropriate. 
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Remember WE are here to HELP YOU, just contact us:

E-mail ldcs@ndcsgroups.org 
or 
Phone/text Heather on 07748624129
We’re also developing our own website www.ldcs.co.uk where we will be able to put details of future events, photo’s of past events, details of any one who is willing to support newly diagnosed families or simply provide factual information via links e.g. details of benefits available. It’s still being developed so if anyone wants to help let me know.
The committee are also looking for you to step forward and contact us if you are willing to take a more proactive role in organise events. Use the normal ldcs@ndcsgroups.org e-mail and we’ll get back in touch with you.
We’ve selected a winning design for the design a LOGO competition …..
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The winning design was created by P Robinson. A lot of effort into this design and you’ll see a lot more from now on as it is now our official logo. We’re planning to add a small picture of child to the L but apart from that you are seeing the final art work. Well done to our winner.  What do you think of the design let us know at ldcs@ndcsgroups.org
Feature on …

Seán Curran – Deaf Sport Development Officer
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Hi, my name is Seán Curran; I am the new Deaf Sport Development Officer for the Federation of Disability Sports Organisations (FDSO), covering the whole of Yorkshire (North, South, West and East), Humberside and North, North-East of the Lincolnshire area.

I am Deaf since birth and use British Sign Language as my 1st preferred language. I started in my current role the1st week in October at FDSO office, based in Ossett, near Wakefield.

My role is to support the development of a variety of opportunities in sport and recreation for d/Deaf and hearing impaired people, working in conjunction with County Sports Partnerships, Community Sports Networks, local authority Sport Development Officers, specialist schools, colleges and universities and with deaf groups, clubs and associations to support the Development Plan and the implementation of associated and supporting programmes of work.

My main aim is to work with anyone who is d/Deaf or hard of hearing that have an interest in any type of sport activities and athletics or are involved in sport activities through voluntary work.

If you are:
· d/Deaf or Hard of Hearing?

· Living in the Yorkshire/Humberside areas?

· Interested in any type of sports/activities?

If yes to the three questions, the Federation of Disability Sports Organisation can offer you FREE support and advice on any type of sport activities in your area. 

If you would like more information please contact me by email/mobile/fax or textphone: 

Email: scurran@fdso.co.uk  

Mobile: 07861996692 (SMS Only)Fax: 01924 280232  TextPhone: 01924 275070

We’ve also been planning and organising events for you either ourselves or with partners who work within the deaf/hearing impaired community
Deaf and Disabled Sailing Event

Open to all Ages
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Otley Sailing Club

At

Weston Waters

Bridge End Quarry

Otley

West Yorkshire

LS21 3DS

Saturday 13th June 2009

For More Details – Contact:

Peter Fox – Otley Sailing Club

Telephone - 01943 850391

Mobile – 07801 979945

Email - peter.fox@sayesandcoltd.co.uk
Free Entry – First Come, First Served
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MONDAY
AGE: 5-11 Yrs
TIME: 6.15-8.15 pm
COST: £2.00 per Session

Monday 11" MAY BOWLING

Meet @ Leeds Deaf Centre
Time...6-15 pm

Pick child up @ Leeds Deaf Centre
Time -8.15 pm

Monday 18" MAY SWIMMING

@
SCOTT HALL SPORTS CENTRE

MEET @ SWIMMING CENTRE @

6.15 PM
Monday 25" MAY
CLOSED BANK HOLIDAY
Monday 1* JUNE Show & Tell
Mini Olympics
Monday 8" JUNE Show & Tell
Arts & Crafts
Monday 15" JUNE Outing
(depending on weather)
Monday 22" JUNE Show & Tell
Baking
Monday 29" June Thomas Danby Sports Centre

PLEASE NOTE PROGRAMME IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE, YOU WILL BE INFORMED





The Youth Club is held in Centenary House, North Street, Leeds, Telephone Barbara (Babs) Fraher 0113 243 8328 for further information. There is a Youth Club on a Friday too for over 11’s  contact Babs for more details….
12th August Yorkshire Fishing Family Fun Day
You asked for this event at the cheese and wine so here it is folks!

This is a great opportunity to meet up with old and new friends. Let your children enjoy fully supervised fishing with a great team of anglers. There will also be family friendly activities and have a BBQ. 

The event will be at Pool Bridge Lakes from 10am until approx 4pm. We’d really appreciate if people can make their own way to this fantastic free outing. However, if you can’t get there and need transport, please let us know and we’ll see what we can do to help.
Numbers for this event may have to be restricted so places will be allocated on a first come first served basis – or we may have to run morning/afternoon split. 

www.yorkshirefishing.net

4th October NDCS 'Regional Fun Days' Doncaster
Take part in activities and games, meet local families, professionals, NDCS regional staff and make friends with your local group. 

It’s a free day out for all the family. Places will be allocated on a first come first served basis, so book your place early to avoid disappointment! 
Activities available on the day:

· teddy bear’s picnic with Ned the Ted 

· sports zone including rounders and football coaching 

· mini olympics 

· bouncy castle 

· laser quest 

· soft play 

· inflatable slide 

· ball pool for toddlers 

· arts and crafts 

· face painting.
Leeds DCS will organise a FREE bus if enough people want to go. Pick up/drop off will be at Centenary House, North Street, Leeds

Make sure you book your place by logging on to 
www.ndcs.org.uk/whats_on/ndcs_events/yorkshire_humber.html
30th October
Halloween Party/Disco.
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Open to all ages.
Location – Centenary House, North Street, Leeds

Time – 6pm – 8.30pm
Disco, party games and nibbles provided.
Free to all LDCS members.
14th/15th November NDCS Conference 
A few committee members are going to the National Conference in London.
29th November – Hollywood Bowl and lunch.



Children Free /£2 for adults if LDCS members.

9th of January 2010 ‘The Secret Garden’

West Yorkshire Playhouse 1.30pm performance –details of time for pre performance lunch and activities to follow.
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£5 per person for LDCS members.
Events

Your Name________________________________________

Address___________________________________________

E-mail Address_____________________________________
I would like to come along to (tick all that apply – cheques where appropriate payable to ldcs):

Yorkshire Fishing - Family Fun Day 12th August 2009
(
Number – Adults
(

Children
(

Ages of Children

Preferred Communication Method

Transport Required Yes/No

NDCS Regional Event – 4th October 2009



(
Number – Adults

(
Children 
(

Ages of Children

Preferred Communication Method

Transport Required Yes/No
Halloween Party 30/31st October 2009




(
Number – Adults
( FREE

Children
( FREE


Ages of Children

Preferred Communication Method

Hollywood Bowl – 29th November 2009



(
Number – Adults (£2pp


Children ( FREE



Ages of Children

Preferred Communication Method

Transport Required Yes/No

The Secret Garden at Yorkshire Playhouse -9th January 2010
Number – Adults £5 pp
 (

Children £5pp
(


Ages of Children

Preferred Communication Method

Transport Required Yes/No








____________________________________








____________________________________








____________________________________








_________________________________








May 2009

21 July 2009  

Councillor                                   


 
  
  Dear Councillor  ,

Leeds Deaf Children’s Society (LDCS)
I refer to the above Group which supports my deaf/hearing impaired child(ren) and am aware that Local Councillors are provided with an annual budget to help charitable causes in my area. Please can I ask if you would be willing to make a contribution towards the running costs of this group as I find the activities and support that they provide extremely beneficial. 

LDCS are an affiliated group of the National Deaf Children's Society (NDCS). The aims of the group are to help and support parents, carers and children throughout Leeds. You can see view further information about the group by viewing -http://www.ndcs.org.uk/family_support/support_in_your_area/local_groups/find_a_local_group/yorkshire_and_humberside/leeds_dcs.html

I do hope that you will be able to provide a donation from your MICE funds. If you can please make cheques payable to Leeds Deaf Children’s Society and either return them to me or send them directly to the Heather Thomson, Secretary (who is a volunteer) at 39 Shaftesbury Avenue, Roundhay, Leeds, LS8 1DR.

Thank you in anticipation of your support.

Yours sincerely,

Print Your Name

Parent/Carer
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