Advisory Board Meeting
22nd April 2010

December to March Coordinators Report

Another busy quarter and the end of the financial year, key achievements for the team from  April 2009 to  March 2010 are :
Key Achievements
1. Retained Charter Mark for Customer Service Excellence
2. SEN Newsletter published Parent Partnership are key partners

3. The successful facilitation of a ‘market place event’ in partnership with parent/carers, Hub Children’s Services 

4. Recruited a team of Independent Parent Advisers to support at admissions appeals

5. Recruited a team of independent volunteers to support at exclusion appeals

6. Established a multi agency one third parent / carer Advisory Board

7. Member elected to Advisory Board

8. Play key role in schools attaining Inclusion Charter Mark

9. Senior National Strategies Adviser recognised the Market place event to be best practice

10. Choice Adviser elected on to Admissions Board

11. Development of data base for more accurate monitoring and evaluation

12. Greater links with Education Other Than At School (EOTAS)  - Behaviour Officer now attends contract meetings at Pupil Referral Units (PRU’s) a more consistent service for families

13. Key Role in producing Home school link for Behavioural Emotional and Social Development Specialist Inclusive Learning Centre (BESD SILC)

14. Rt Hon Ed Balls MP Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families will be attending the 2010 Market  place event.
All Change

Some of you may be aware that the  contract for Education Leeds will cease by March 2011 staff will be tupied ( moved back on the same working terms and conditions) back to Leeds City Council I am not sure of when this will actually happen and the effects on the service, I will keep you informed of any major decisions and be seeking you views on where the service should sit . My Strategic Link to Education Leeds has recently been moved from Integrated Children’s Services to Organisational Change this is a small change however I feel it necessary to keep you informed.
Accommodation

In my last report I informed you that the Blenheim Centre were the service is currently based is due to close and were are moving to Adams Court on Armley Gyratory, the team have been involved in consultations with Education Leeds to look at getting the right accommodation to meet the needs of our customers in line with our confidentiality and arms length policies. We have been offered the Annex / Lodge we are due to go  and view the premises at the end of April I will update you on the suitability of the premises.
The team have just been reassessed for Charter Mark for customer service excellence, we are waiting for the official report to come through in a few weeks, however the assessor informed me that we met the criteria in full with no none or partial compliances, we will be having a celebration event as soon as we receive official confirmation, I will keep you informed.
I previously emailed a copy of the draft team plan for consultation thank you to all those who have commented , if you have any comments please email them to me or discuss as any other business at the meeting. 

The website has been rebranded in line with the exemplification of minimum practice as set out in the Special Educational Needs code of practice 2001, the site is now live although not completely finished, we are looking to go live with the parent forum after the summer we will also be having a launch event, please take a look there is a purple feed back button at the bottom of the page were you can give your views, we will also be consulting with different parent groups and other professionals in order to get their views on the information available , is the information easy to access are their any gaps, is there anything else you would like to see. www.leedsparentpartnership.co.uk
The invites for the Market Place Event 2010 have gone out to all parents and carers who’s child has a statement , is on school action plus , receiving higher level funding for inclusion and to all childminders 5,000 in all.
The service has developed close links with the Aiming High Parent Forum EPIC, (Empowering Parents Informing Choices) and was recently invited to the Leeds parents conference then to  the Yorkshire and Humberside  regional Parents conference full steam ahead for parent participation, Sarah Smithson Chair of EPIC with update at the meeting.
