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Parent Partnership Service Advisory Board
	Date:
	8th October 2009

	Venue:
	Carr Manor Children’s Centre

	Present:
	Gill Parkinson, Aiming High Short Breaks
Louise Snowden, ES Coordinator

Clare McNeil, Aiming High Parent Involvement Officer
Rob Lake, Family Hub

Jo Barnes, Parent

Val Waite, Principal Officer – ISPS

Jabeen Iqbal, CPSA, John Jamieson East SILC

Margaret Cook, Parent Champion, Parent Partnership 

Sara Smithson, Parent Power

Bridget Mork, Parent Partnership Co-ordinator

Angela Bernard-Ferguson, Parent Partnership Information Officer

Val Cain, FAST Team Education Leeds

Alex Irving, Education Leeds (minutes)


	Item
	
	Action

	  1.0.
	Introductions
Those present were welcomed to the meeting and for the benefit of new members all introduced themselves.
	

	  2.0.
	Apologies
Apologies received from Susan Rautenberg, Jody Shepard, Judith Kahn, Anne Kearsley, Jonny Atkinson, Barbara Newton, Patric Salami, Anne Marshall, Simon Kilner.
	

	3.0.
	Minutes 
Minutes were agreed as a true record.
	

	4.0.

4.01.

	Matters arising
Item 2.2.- It was clarified that the 5 representatives within the Leeds Inclusive Learning Strategy (LILS) parent/carer Steering group don’t have to be the same 5 parents for every meeting.
	

	5.0.

5.01.
5.02.

5.03.

5.04.

	Leeds Inclusive Learning Strategy (LILS) update – Margaret Cook
Margaret Cook explained that the LILS parent and carer group have met up several times since the group was first formed and that anybody interested in becoming a member of the group would be welcomed.

Margaret also gave some handouts to those present at the meeting which contained a draft copy of a 5 year action plan for LILS (Leeds Inclusive Learning Strategy) which explains how the strategy for LILS is to be rolled out over Leeds.  The project is being directed by Graham Newell.
Margaret requested that the group had a look at the draft and send any comments to her.

The draft goes to the Executive Board on the 14th October.  Carol Jordan and Andrea Robinson, the new Head of Service for SENSAP, are on the Programme Board.
	ALL


	6.0.

6.01
6.02

6.03

6.04

6.05
6.06

6.07

6.08
	Rainbow House and Short Breaks update – Jill Parkinson
Gill Parkinson from Aiming High Short Breaks handed out an update on the Short Breaks Project and also spoke to the group about Rainbow House.

Rainbow House is in Armley and Gill explained that it is a facility for overnight short breaks for children (6-18 years old) which is accessible to wheelchair users throughout.  There are 12 bedrooms for children, play areas/sensory room, a computer room and a self-help unit for independent living.  
Gill also mentioned that it was a child who chose the name Rainbow House and children designed the logo.
Judith Kahn is the project manager for Rainbow House and is the person to contact to organise a visit. 
There will be an information event in December for parents who will use Rainbow House. The opening day is scheduled for 3rd February 2010.
It was suggested that information on Rainbow House should go into ‘A Brighter Future’.

Bridget Mork asked whether a leaflet could be done with information for parents.  Gill and Rob Lake agreed they would look into this.

Gill also spoke about the funding that had been allocated to Aiming High Short Breaks in 2009/10 and the funding which will be allocated for 2010/11, and mentioned that some of the money is to go on providing services that are available to non-disabled children to all children.
	Gill, Rob



	7.0.
7.01
	Dyslexia Distance Learning – Simon Kilner

A discussion on this subject was deferred to a future meeting due to Simon’s absence.


	

	8.0.
8.01

8.02

8.03

8.04

8.05


	Coordinators report – Bridget Mork

The Advisory Board Meeting July to September Coordinator’s report was distributed to the group and Bridget and Angela informed the group of the following:
· During the summer the team have been out in the community in partnership with the youth service at the Breeze events.
· The team have distributed booklets and posters to schools, libraries, doctors surgeries, all public buildings etc.

· Bridget attended an event to look at the recommendations in the Lamb report, which led to two further reports being written to Ed Balls and a meeting with parents and Brian Lamb.
· This was discussed later with Carol Jordan, Director of Integrated Children’s Services which led to requests for involvement from the SENSAP team, Til Wright – Head of Service for Safeguarding, Looked After and Vulnerable Children and the Inclusion Chartermark Management Group.

· Angela  explained how the Inclusion Chartermark works, the good practice and how it links in with community cohesion.


	

	9.0.
9.01

9.02


	Quarterly statistics – Angela Bernard-Ferguson

The Leeds Parent Partnership Service Referral Statistics were handed out to the meeting for discussion.  Angela explained how the statistics  help to evaluate schools and the work done which, can then be used to improve services.
Angela said she had organised a meeting with information officers from different services to establish links.


	

	10.0.
10.01

10.02

10.03

10.04

10.05

10.06

10.07

11.0


	Any Other Business

Val Caine explained that her team were was piloting an Investors in Families Chartermark, starting in January over 5 clusters.
Val also explained that there were 2 parents from a school who were participating in the Parent Ambassador Project.
There was some discussion on evaluation forms and how these should be presented.  There were suggestions that there should be a universal evaluation form and a central process to minimise the amount of forms parents and others are asked to fill out.
There was talk that the parenting unit needs development and that there should be discussion with services with regards to how they feel the parenting unit should look like.

Bridget explained that training for social workers, newly qualified teachers, sencos, governors, etc is delivered on demand. Jill and Catherine requested to meet with PPS regarding training.
Informational leaflets relating to Funding For Inclusion (FFI) were handed out and the meeting looked through this.  It was agreed that there should be an addition to the information on page 5 of the leaflet, where this should read ‘EYFFI can be applied for by education and health professionals who know the child best, in partnership with the parents’.
A member of the meeting commented that the number needed changing and that Pat Baldwinson’s service was the Leeds Inclusion Support Service, not the early years service.

Jo Barnes requested that as soon as PPS know that there has been a change in the law or policies, that the IPS groups be informed immediately, so they don’t have to wait until the next training day. This way they can avoid giving out misinformation.  
Bridget and Angela thanked everyone for attending the meeting.
Date, time and place of next meeting
	


