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Advisory Board Meeting

8th October 2009

July to September Coordinators Report
Hope you all had a great summer had a chance to take a break and get away from it all and are all fully refreshed and looking forward to all that autumn has to offer.
The team spent the summer out in the community in partnership with the youth service at the breeze events. The summer offers great opportunity to raise the profile of the service and meet parents and carers face to face, a lot of families who do not engage with services attend the breeze events it is good to be able to talk to these families and offer our support. 
We took delivery of 15.000 of the new booklets and 3,000 posters We have distributed 10,000 to schools, libraries, doctors surgeries, hospitals, clinics and public buildings such as the Bangladeshi Centre, the Sikh Centre, citizens advice centres, one stop shops,  the one stop community centre which is used by refugee and asylum seekers etc . The Family Hub have kindly volunteered to distribute the booklet to all the children’s centres, and childminders a full list will be distributed at the meeting where you can advise if we have missed anybody.

I attended an event to look at the recommendations in the Lamb report  April 09 which lead to two further reports being written to the Secretary Of State Ed Balls.  One report made recommendations for Inspection, accountability and school improvement, and the other made recommendations for quality and clarity of statements, I circulated these report to the board via email in August. After the event parents invited me to meet with them and Brian Lamb, parents expressed their views of Leeds policies and processes Brian Lamb said that he had only heard one side of the issues however he would take the information back and would title this as the “Leeds Question” which he would try to address when making his recommendations in his final report which will be available mid to late October. I later discussed the parents issues with Carol Jordan Director of Integrated Children’s Services. This conversation led to requests for involvement
A request for involvement was received from:

Carol Jordan Director of Integrated Children’s Services -  made a request to be part of a reference group  looking at the revision of the Inclusion and SEN Handbook, myself Angela and two parents.
David Griffiths consultant  - acting as temporary head of SEN department requested my involvement in information available with regards to Leeds SEN policies and processes for parents and carers in line with government guidelines and the Lamb enquiry. He also met with a group of parents and carers. 
Richard Haycroft -  consultant writing a report on statutory assessment process he was particularly looking at time lines , information available to parents and carers and how transparent the process was in line with Brian Lambs report August 09.
Education Protects -  which is the service for looked after children, they requested that the team ran training sessions for social workers in all aspects of our work.
SENSAP Team -  (special educational needs , statutory assessment  & provision) asked for training for new psychologists joining the service, and for support to consult with parents and carers with regard to their new publicity.
Til Wright Head of Service for Safeguarding, Looked After and Vulnerable Children -  requested training at the induction for new staff new to the Blenheim centre.
Inclusion Charter Mark Management Group -  requested support on how schools could share good inclusive practice . Primary and high schools were invited to a discussion group were they come up with their own idea’s web based and a booklet that accompanied the Charter Mark Self Assessment Framework document. The Management group also asked for support to schools to look at parental engagement.

4 Children -  a national registered charity asked for the service to be involved in a government initiative looking at families and key trends with regard to safeguarding,  the initial meeting was chaired by Esther Ranson yes Esther herself, the team were asked to support further consultancy work that will be happening in the south of the city.
Calderdale Parent Partnership Service -  they have just taken over the management of the Choice Advice service in Calderdale and looked to Leeds for training and guidance on service delivery to parents and carers and working in partnership with the admissions service .
Portage Service -  asked for support in writing their new publicity for parents and carers and newsletter articles.

Quarry Mount Children’s Centre -  Theresa McNeill requested training in all aspects of our service for the 20 members of centre staff .

Staffing
Sarah Berry has joined the team to cover Margaret Cooks secondment to Education Leeds, Leeds Inclusive Learning Strategy Parent Information Officer Sarah will be with the team until 31st March 2010. Sarah was a Behaviour Support Officer then a Parent Support Adviser before becoming a Parent Champion.
September 

September is always a busy month for the team as they attend parents evenings and open days,  this is a chance to talk to parents and carers face to face about the service and for the Choice Advisers to ensure that all families with a child in year six understand how to and have preferenced three high schools they can also offer further guidance around admission policies and procedures.
The new publicity booklets are proving to be a hit , other services are looking to use similar formats and layouts we have had a lot of excellent feedback. If anyone has had a chance to look at the advert in the bus station feed back would be appreciated.
