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Introductions

Those present were welcomed to the meeting and for the benefit of new members all introduced themselves.
Apologies

Apologies received from Bridget Mork, Judith Kahn, Sally Threlfall, Barbara Newton, Louise Snowden, Anne Kearsley and Robert Lake.
Minutes

Minutes were agreed as a true record.

Matter Arising

1.0.
Simon Kilner from Dyslexia Action introduced himself and explained his role. He mentioned how he has had meetings with Angela and the SENS Team to clarify what the Dyslexia Action offer. This has started positive liaison between Education Leeds and Dyslexia Action which has been encouraged and enhanced through the Parent Partnership Service.
1.1.
Dyslexia Action also had market place event had a stall. Simon said this was very productive for their service as they were able to meet parents and also network.
1.2.
Simon had a meeting with Corinna Davison in regard to the Rapid Reading Project. He is now looking to see how he/we can send more information out to parents.

1.3.
Family Learning Project funded by West Yorkshire Grant, teaching parents how to communicate using phonological tools.  Simon made a mutual contact with North Call through Allerton High School.

1.4.
The Secondary Level project partnership for literacy has been evaluated by Durham University and is a pilot project one day a week aimed at year 7 and 8 providing them with software and training. A decision is still being made by the grant providers as to where the project is going to be carried out, either in Castleford or Leeds in the next academic year. Simon will keep the advisory group informed.

1.5.
Also liaison with schools, new pupils who are funded are invited to Dyslexia Action and can talk to staff, teachers also volunteer which helps build relationship between the schools and Dyslexia Action.
1.6.
Angela added that special educational teams are also involved in this information.

Val Waite explained that ISPS pull together to support and send messages to parents.

Jo asked what Education Leeds has to offer to parents of children with Dyslexia.

Angela described how the SEN support team have a range of packages that are provided for parents to help support them. 

Val Waite mentioned how there are issues around whether Dyslexia should be defined as Dyslexia or a Specific Learning Difficulty and what this can mean for the individual child. There is till a debate about this term.

However Education Leeds welcomes training teachers in schools to help support those who have Dyslexia following recommendations from Rose report.

Angela mentioned how important it is to identify the needs of the child and put support into place.

Jo asked how this process is carried out by Dyslexia Action, whether they receive referrals from Education Leeds.

1.7.
Val Waite said that there have been debates between Education Leeds and Dyslexia Action around the level of support and funding that should be given to children with Dyslexia.

Angela mentioned that people need to understand that Dyslexia Action is a charity and can provide assessments but Dyslexia Action will ask what the assessment is for.

Val Waite explained that children with difficulties would be assessed from Education Leeds but this does not happen straight away, it depends on the child’s level of need. 

1.8.
Simon explained that parents want action to be taken and if they do not receive support from Education Leeds they then approach Dyslexia Action who can carry out assessments.

The relationship between Dyslexia Action and Education Leeds has had some tension and disagreements.

Sarah Sullivan provided an example of her sister and nephew who was having difficulties from which the teacher and SENCo picked up that he was Dyslexic. 

Angela agreed that some schools are good at detecting Dyslexia or Specific Learning Difficulties.

1.9.
Simon also mentioned that awareness of assessing the child is good but you still need to consider what can be taken from the assessment and establish the next course of action.

Angela told the group that Dyslexia Action is happy to work with schools and offer packages of support.

1.10.
Angela also asked if Simon could bring an example of an activity to share with the Advisory Board to help them better understand the work at Dyslexia Action. Simon agreed.
2.0.
Margaret Cook was introduced to the group.  She explained that she is the Parent information Officer for the Leeds Inclusive Learning Strategy (LILS). Parents/ carers that are involved in LILS are given the opportunity where they can ‘field’ their questions.

New models for LILS have been established and how the strategy can be moved forward. Parents, carers and Principles of SILCs will be informed about the models.

2.1.
The parent and carer Steering Group had their first meeting, which they are running themselves and have their own responsibility to take forward and create their publicity. A Chair has been appointed and terms of reference have been agreed. 

2.1.
Five representatives from the Steering Group are going on the LILS Consultative Forum for the Strategic meeting booked at the Derek Fatchett Centre next Monday 13th July.
The group agreed that the Derek Fatchett Centre is an ideal place to carry out the meeting and the facilities there are good.

Margaret Cook mentioned that if the group knows of other parent/carer groups who may be interested can join the Steering group and are not obliged to attend all the meetings.
2.2.
Jo wished to check if the number of representatives within the parent /carer steering group should have a limit of 5.

Margaret Cook confirmed that there should be a limit of 5 representatives that attend meetings.

Sara Smithson added that there can be reserves that can cover for the representatives if they cannot attend a meeting.

2.3.
Margaret Cook showed the group the LILS programme that was produced by the parents for the parents. The programme is to go on the Parent Partnership Service website and distributed to parents/ carers of PRU’s, parents via residential homes, children’s centres, Extended Services, Cluster Coordinators, Parent/ Carer Support groups, Dyslexia Action. Requests have also been made to display the programme in High Schools and School Newsletters.
Margaret also asked the group to send the programme via email or post to anywhere where it would benefit.

The group suggested that the programmes should be dated and numbered so everyone is aware of which issue it is.

3.0.
 Jabeen Iqbal was introduced to the group. Jabeen was invited by Bridget Mork.

Jabeen explained her role as a support worker at John Jamieson Special School. She added that with other colleagues such as Claire McNeil she runs a support group for Punjabi speaking mothers and carers of children with physical and learning disabilities. 

3.1.
Jabeen spoke about how the support group have been trying to encourage more mothers to join and have sent requests to the health care sector. She explained that there is a need for this support group and when talking to parents individually they will express their concerns and difficulties they are having but some parents are reluctant to do so especially within a group setting.

3.2.
There also problems regarding transport and refreshments for the group sessions due to no funding. The meetings are starting again in September and interpreters can also attend the sessions.

Claire agreed that the support group is successful but just need more parents to come forward. 

Sarah asked how often the meetings are.

Jabeen explained that the meetings are fortnightly. 
3.3.
Jabeen mentioned that she also runs ESOL classes as additional support.
3.4.
Val asked how to refer.

Jabeen explained that referrals can be made via school.

Requests were made by the group for Jabeens’s contact details.

Jabeen Iqbal contact number: 0113 2930236

John Jamison School (East SILC)
Hollin Hill Drive
Leeds
LS8 2PW
3.5.
Angela announced that it would be good for Jabeen to attend future advisory board meetings and keep updated. 

The group was informed that The Weekenders Club have set up a project for a short break facility for 16-21 year olds and to let parents who maybe interested know.

4.0.
Coordinators report: The Advisory Board Meeting report written by Bridget Mork was distributed to the group. Angela briefly gave an overview of the report to the group adding the following points:
· The report is the first quarterly report for the new financial year including the new team plan and statistics which will start again.
· Angela explained that Stephanie Taylor-Oates has left for a new job and it was a sad farewell.
· New in post is Nisha Sehra the new SEN Officer for the East.

· Also Steven Byrne is the new Exclusions Behaviour Officer. He is the only male on the team but will bring more of a balance and will be an advantage especially when working with dads. He also has a calm manner which will work well within the PPS team.
· Imogen Lawson has moved from the Exclusion Behaviour post to a full time SEN Officer for the North West & West of Leeds.

5.0.
Quarterly statistics: The group were asked to look at the Referral Report and Engagement Statistics and email any questions/concerns they may have.
5.1.
It was reiterated that the Engagement Statistics handout provides information on the additional activities that the Parent Partnership Service have been doing over and above their every day work. 
6.0.
Parent Partnership Service Booklet: The PPS Booklet was shown to the group including the new PPS logo. Photos of parents/cares and their children are shown in the booklet. The leaflet is colour coded and includes targets, a suggestion box, space where requests for further information could be made. Also the Charter Mark Status of Customer Service Excellence was featured at the back of the leaflet.
6.1.
Everyone liked the draft booklet, however some members commented that they didn’t like the background colour used on front cover. Suggestions were made to change it to another colour or leave it white. Angela explained that due to time limits the booklet has gone to press.
Action for Angela:  Make note of these suggestions of the front page background colour of PPS Leaflet. 
7.0.
Animated Leeds Parent Partnership Logo: Angela showed the new animated logo (lights were turned down for effect!) on the laptop. Angela explained that makaton signs had been used and that the logo is colour coded.
7.1.
Angela announced that this is now being shown at Leeds Bus Station, twice every hour for 30 seconds. Please take a look if you are around the bus station.

It was also suggested by the group that the next SEN Market Place Event could be advertised with the logo at the Bus Station.
7.2.
It was asked what the cost of this advertising is.
Action for Angela: Get exact figures (cost) of advertising logo.
The group felt that the logo was really good and all were happy with it.
8.0.
Feedback on the Market Place Event: 
· Evaluation reports were sent out. The feedback that was given stated that there were issues around parents/carers access to the event. 
· Perhaps reconsider sending personal invites to parents/ carers and more community advertisements. 

· Advertising through the radio was suggested but to do this there is a charge and funding is an issue.

· Also looking further into different groups for example BME parents, inviting parents through health care such as those at hospital (Leeds General Infirmary) near where the event was held.

· There were less people who attended the event than last year.

8.1.
Val Cain felt that the day was a success. It was more comfortable on the top floor with all the stalls which was also great for networking with other services and talking to parents/carers. Also being able to identify the PPS staff from their sashes was a good idea and helpful.

8.2.
Sara mentioned that there were issues around the lunch provided that there wasn’t enough and perhaps next year there should be just refreshments provided for the parents/carers throughout the day. This would be discussed further at a later date.

8.3.
Also Angela found that the event she and Imogen had attended in the past had some good ideas with how they had ran their events and one example was using vouchers for refreshments. This idea could be taken to the next planning group and maybe used at the next SEN Market Place Event.
8.4.
Angela commented on how good the performances by the children were which reminded everyone of why they were doing the event in the first place. This was agreed by all that were at the event.
8.5.
There will be a meeting to discuss the market place event. The date has not been decided as yet but everyone shall be informed.

AOB:
· Leaflets were given to the group: Leeds Think Family Service (8 – 13 years) Referral Form and Referral Guidance.
Action for Angela: Brighter Future Distribution Who?
Angela thanked everyone for attending the meeting.
Date and Time of Next Meeting

Thursday 8th October 11:30am - 1:30pm

Next meeting is held at Carr Manor Children’s Centre.
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