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PARENT PARTNERSHIP ADVISORY BOARD
Carr Manor Children’s Centre
Wednesday 22nd April 11.30am – 1.30pm
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Action

	1.00
2.00
	Introductions
Those present were welcomed to the meeting and all introduced themselves.
Apologies
Were received from Anne Kearsley, Patrick Salami, Barbara Newton, Susan Rautenberg,Val Cain, Jo Odu and Lynda Anderson
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10.00
	Minutes
Minutes were agreed as a true record

Matters Arising

Arising from Item 4.01

Bridget mentioned she is still waiting to see which two Councillors would be voted onto the group

Arising from Item 6.04

Anglea mentioned she is doing some work with Jo Odu who has funding to do a Speakaway Course with Parents who find it challenging to talk freely to their children with SEN on sexual relationships. This course will be available across the city.
Arising from Item 9.03

Bridget asked if everyone had received a letter updating them on Leeds Inclusive Learning Strategy ( LILS), some of the group had and some had not Bridget will look into this. Parents also mentioned that although asking to be put on the mailing lisy on several occasions they are still not receiving A Brighter Future Newsletter Angela will look into this. 

Choice Advise Service
Bridget introduced Amy Williamson to the meeting. Amy is the Choice Adviser for Leeds. 

Amy explained to the group what the Choice Advice Service is and what support can be offered and mentioned that Caron Tribble had been appointed as the Assistant Choice Adviser. 

Amy told the group that The Choice Advice Service has gone from having 3 volunteers to 10. Two of the volunteers were present at today’s meeting and Sarah talked through the role of a volunteer and how the volunteers help The Choice Advice Service and the parents. Amy commented that the work the volunteers do is a great help to the service and the evaluations and feedback received is fantastic. 
Amy mentioned that now an Assistant Choice Adviser is in place, she will be able to work with year 5 pupils as well as parents. This is so the parents get the right information from their children in school to make the right choice. 

Chris advised Amy that the PSA role was changing and then explained to the group exactly how the role would change. 
The PSA will no longer be in the schools but will be a resource in the cluster. Some schools have however appointed a PSA to the school and are funding themselves as they cannot do without the PSA. 

Twelve PSA positions will be lost across the city when the changes take effect. 

Jody Shepard – Children’s Fund Programme Manager

Jody came to the meeting to talk about recruiting and funding parents and carers to sit on boards and the issues preventing parents from volunteering. 
A lengthy discussion took place regarding this. 

Jody explained to the group that in Leeds the commissioning board has agreed to pay for transport and childcare when parents and carers sit on boards. Jody has looked into this nationally and found that Coventry was the only place where a procedure was in place. Coventry have created a specific role that pays £80 per day for sitting on boards. For children sitting on boards awards are offered. 

The group discussed the role idea and the parent volunteers present at the meeting had a different view. Filling out application forms would not appeal to them. Also commented was if volunteering was made a role would the parent be working for the money or are they passionate about the work they do?
The group talked about how parents are recruited onto boards, and Anne suggested a system be put in place where parents vote for parents to represent parents. Louise commented that one parent been asked to represent all was a huge responsibility for them and not always fair. 
The big issue that came out of the discussion was expenses. 

Should expenses be covered? - all present agreed, yes they should be covered. This then led to the discussion, what exactly should be paid and also when should expenses be paid. Jody asked a parent present what their thoughts were on when expenses should be paid and Sarah commented that she was happy with reimbursement, however Jody highlighted the issue with low income families as they may want their money before hand to be able to pay for transport to get to where they are required. Sarah commented that some parents feel guilty to ask for expenses to be paid, Bridget said this should not be the case and parents should not feel guilty. 
The group agreed that expenses was a big issue around funding and recruiting parents and carers onto boards. It was agreed that travel and child care should be paid and the group agreed that there needs to be an agreement across Children’s Trust that when parents are sitting on boards expenses should be paid.
The group also agreed that some guidelines need to be written up on claiming expenses. 
LOGO / Service Identity and Re-Branding

Bridget showed the group the chosen logo. Sarah Smithson explained to the group why the logo was chosen. The logo symbolises everyone working together. 

The logo is now at marketing however they are saying this is more of a drawing instead of a logo however Bridget is pushing for the logo to be finalised. 

Coordinators Report

Bridget explained to the group that on 1st April Parent Partnership were Re-Validated for Chartermark, and passed. 

Bridget informed the group that Marzieh had recently gone part time and covers the North East of the city and Nisha has joined the team on a part time basis and works in the East of the city. 
Quarterly Statistics
Bridget handed the statistics report around the group, Jody commented this was a positive set of statistics. 
Referral Statistics – Bridget explained to the group that the data base had been adapted.

Jody commented that in Ethnicity section, the refused/info not obtained was high, Angela explained that a lot of the referrals gained are over the telephone and the conversation generally does not go as far as getting this information. 

SEN Disability Status – Angela apologised for no numbers. Angela explained that the categories used here are the parents interpretation of their child’s status. 

Judith asked is the PPS (Parent Partnership Service) collect information on what the child’s disability actually is. Bridget said that PPS don’t need this information to work with the child and parent. Judith commented it may be worth while to start to collect this information. Judith is going to share the categories used at Children and Young Peoples Social Care with PSS. 

Bridget told the group that all the work the PPS do is evaluated. 

Judith asked if information PPS obtained goes back to the school, Bridget explained the data base has only just got up and running and passing information on is the next move. 
Date & Time of  Next Meetings

Tuesday 7th July 2009 – 11.30am – 1.30pm

Thursday 8th October  - 11.30am – 1.30pm

All meetings held at Carr Manor Children’s Centre. 
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