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Advisory Board Meeting

20th October 2011

July to September Coordinators report

Summer seems but a distant memory , hope you all managed to take a break and get away from it all and are now looking forward to the Autumn term .

This was a strange summer for the service being two members of staff down had a knock on effect and much our time was spent on catching up with paper work however the team attended the some breeze events over the summer which provide us with great venues to raise our service profile and face to face contact with parents and carers  .

On 31st August we said good bye to Steve Byrne our behaviour officer , Steve was an excellent experienced member of the team who left big shoes to fill . Due to government cutbacks the LA are trying to cut spending and the best way to do that is through staffing levels , however it was recognized that the role of the behaviour officer is front line and a valued source of support to parents and carers so I was allowed to recruit  , the process now means that I  interview people who have similar skills who are being redeployed as their job no longer exists this proved to be unsuccessful on this occasion so the advert now goes out internally , I am hopeful that this will be 27th October and I will find a suitable candidate , at present the service is only able to offer reduced telephone support as the team are working to capacity in their specialized area’s (SEN , Choice advice and information ).
As mentioned above the team are extremely busy an added factor in September are the year six annual reviews were parents and carers particularly request support to get the statements right for the children starting high school next year . The choice adviser and information officer have also been extremely busy , working in partnership to run information events at targeted schools identified by admissions , these are the schools who have a high incidence of year six parents not completing a preference form , the choice adviser will update at the meeting . 

The 17th of October was the Annual Information Market place event the information officer worked extremely hard in partnership the other professionals to facilitate another fantastic event this is also  an agenda item .
I am attending  the autism strategy group meeting Chaired by Chris Lingard members of EPIC and ABC support group also attend , the group are at present mapping what services are available and discussing what future provision should look like .
I have also just started attending the SEND development group meeting which is mapping services and provision for young people 16+ moving into adult services they are also  look at Autism from a social care perspective .
The LA,s application to become a pathfinder for the green paper was unsuccessful , Yorkshire and Humber successful LA’s are North Yorkshire and Calderdale  this was mainly due to having stronger links and working practices already in place with health and social care . The options for the pathfinders were Personal Budgets , Banded Funding , Age Range and Employment , Support to parents and Young People and Support to Vulnerable Children , I have been unable to find out which authorities have been allocated which option. Please see following list of other pathfinder LA’s
South East:
SE (Brighton and Hove, East Sussex, Hampshire, Kent, Medway, Surrey, West Sussex)
Southampton

South West:
Devon
Cornwall and Isles of Scilly
Wiltshire

London:
Greenwich
Bromley and Bexley
Lewisham

East of England:
Hertfordshire

East and West Midlands:
Northamptonshire and Leicestershire
Nottingham County Council
Solihull

North West:
Trafford
Oldham/Rochdale
Manchester
Wigan

North East:
Gateshead
Hartlepool and Darlington

Yorkshire and Humber:
Calderdale
North Yorkshire .

Leeds PPS has been nominated for a Leeds City Council Award “Extraordinary, Colleagues Awards For Excellence “ in category of Treating People Fairly the award ceremony is on Tuesday 1st November .









