
Advice Note-116

Part-Time Timetables
For children of compulsory school age, parents are required under section 7 of the Education Act 1996 to ensure that, either by regular attendance at school or otherwise, their children receive efficient full-time education.  
LEAs have a duty under section 14(1) of the Act to secure that there are ‘sufficient’ schools in their area providing primary and secondary education and section 14(2) makes it clear that the schools available for an area 'shall not be regarded as sufficient for the purposes of subsection (1) unless they are sufficient in number, character and equipment to provide for all pupils the opportunity of appropriate education'.  In this context 'character' can be imputed to include the provision of full-time education.

Whilst there is no definition in the Education Acts of 'full-time' there is a clear expectation that children of statutory school age will be provided with education throughout the normal school day – two sessions a day for 190 days a year.
Other than when a child is suffering from a medical condition such that he/she cannot cope with a full day, part-time timetables should be implemented only in very limited circumstances – for example where there are behavioural difficulties and the school is trying a part-time timetable as an ‘alternative measure’ prior to an exclusion in the context of a pastoral support plan (PSP) or as part of a planned re-integration package.

In such cases schools should be advised that they need to take care that the restricted attendance is not deemed to be an exclusion.  To that end a part-time tables should: 
· have clearly defined objectives
· be for a specified and limited period of time;

· not, other than in very exceptional cases, be implemented without written parental agreement.

Once tried as an 'alternative measure' it will only rarely be appropriate to have a further period of part-time schooling since, if it becomes necessary again, then the ‘alternative measure’ would appear not to be working and a different strategy ought to be tried.

Where a child has a statement of special educational needs then any proposal to implement a part-time timetable would ordinarily need the agreement of the LEA as well as the parents.
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